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BOMBS DROPPED ON MOSUL AS
SADDAM CELEBRATES BIRTHDAY

(ZNAF: Baghdad)   Saddam Hussein marked
his 62nd birthday with soccer games and
the erection of his life-size statues in
Baghdad and Tikrit.  A hundred and fifty
Russians, as well as two Armenian football
teams, were in Iraq for a sports extravaganza
centered at the People’s Stadium.  New
portraits of the man who wishes to be
known as the “modern-day
Nebuchadnezzar” and “grandson of Imam
Hussein”, are being added to the already
ubiquitous giant paintings which adorn the
capital.
The sanctions-
struck people of
Iraq also marked
S a d d a m
Hussein’s day
with the unveiling
of the  10-million-
dollar al-Azim
(greatest) dam on
a tributary of the
Tigris River.  The
dam was
inaugurated last
Wednesday at 5
p.m. (1300 GMT),
marking the very
hour of Saddam’s
birthday in Tikrit.  The structure will irrigate
vast tracts of land, help generate electricity
and stop the Tigris flooding in Baghdad.
Among other events to celebrate Saddam’s
birthday, were the unveiling of a full-sized
statue of the president in a Chaldean church
on Baghdad’s al-Jumhuriya street. Saddam
has decreed that one new mosque be built
and the foundation stone laid for another
every year to mark his birthday.  Last week,
five new mosques were opened- four in
Baghdad, a fifth in the northern Salaheddin
province.

MIDEAST CHRISTIANS SUPPORT
SERBS AGAINST KOSOVARS

Excerpts from a report by Patrick
Goodenough, CNS Jerusalem Bureau Chief.
(ZNCS: Jerusalem) As NATO forces
continue to bombard Yugoslavia, ethnic
Christian minorities in the Middle East have
come out in concerted support of the Serbs,
whom they see as victims of expansionist
Islam.  Organizations representing ancient
Christian communities in Lebanon, Egypt,
Sudan and Iraq – some based in the region,
others in exile in the West – have issued
statements slamming the West for siding
against “Christian Serbia.”
Christian minorities in the Middle East say
they feel an affinity to the Serbs. Claiming

historical repression by Islamic regimes and
compatriots, many ethnic Christians in the
Middle East regard Muslims with fear and
distrust.

UNVEILING OF THE ASHURBANIPAL
BUST AND SCHOLARSHIP PARTY

By Elki Essa reporting for ZENDA Magazine
(ZNDA: Chicago)  The unveiling of the
Ashurbanipal bust took place at California
State University, tanislaus on Saturday, April
24, 1999.  The bust, designed by renowned
Assyrian artist Fred Parhad, was donated
to the university by Narsai David, a well-
known chef and Food and Wine Editor at

KCBS in San Francisco.  Mr. David is also
the President of the Assyrian Aid Society
of America.  The unveiling was coordinated
by the University’s Development Office.  
Dr. Walter Strong, Vice President of
Development and University Relations,
welcomed the guests and gave a brief
presentation on the importance of the
Assyrian community in California’s Central
Valley.
He was followed by Dr. Richard Curry,
Provost at CSU, Stanislaus, who also
commented on the achievements of the
Assyrians, both past and present.
The bust is located in the lobby of the
University’s Library, a high-traffic location
that is home to many of the University’s
administrators, including the President.
 Ashurbanipal’s sculpture is the first thing
which comes to view when walking through
the Library’s front doors and will be a
permanent fixture for future students to
appreciate.
The unveiling was followed by the Assyrian
Students Association Scholarship/Dinner
Party at the Assyrian-American Civic Club.
The party is given annually to raise funds
for the Narsai David Scholarship Fund,
which benefits Assyrian students at CSU,
Stanislaus. Last year’s award recipients —
Anna Esho, Edessa Kandy, Rowchelle Julian
and Sabrina Eshaghi — were presented with

their certificates, as were this years CSU,
Stanislaus graduates. Ashor Farhadi and
the Generation X Band performed to the
delight of everyone. The students’ fund-
raising efforts resulted in over $2,000 raised
for the Narsai David Scholarship Fund.

DROUGHT IN NORTHERN BET-
NAHRAIN

Courtesy of Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty:  David Nissman, reporter.
(ZNRF: Prague)  A severe drought in
northern Iraq is forcing the people to leave
their towns and villages.  According to a
statement by the Patriotic Union of

Kurdistan the
drying up of wells
and the sharp
drop in water
levels of small
rivers and streams
is affecting
h y d r o e l e c t r i c
power production
by the Dokan and
D a r b a n d i k h a n
power facilities.
The Iraqi
Ministry of
Humanitarian Aid
and Cooperation
recently issued an

appeal for outside assistance in order to
limit the effects of the drought.

STOLEN ASSYRIAN RELIEF LOCATED
IN LONDON

(ZNMV:  London)  A 7th century BC
alabaster relief from the Palace of
Sennacherib depicting prisoners of war
towing a boat, currently in the possession
of a noted London collector, appears to be
the same piece that Dr. John M. Russell
photographed at Nineveh in 1989.
The collector acquired it in Geneva and then
legally imported it into England. He later
applied for an export license to loan the relief
to a museum in Israel. The museum
contacted Dr. Russell, a professor at the
Massachusetts College of Art in Boston
and a specialist in Mesopotamian art who
had photographed all of the reliefs in situ
at Nineveh in 1989. Following the
confirmation of the theft the sixty-
centimetre square relief, the Metropolitan
Police were informed at the loss by Dr.
Russell.
The collector’s solicitor is currently
protesting the legal action being taken by
the Iraqi to recover the relief, since he had
acquired it in good faith.
The International Review of Ancient Art &
Archaeology, January/February 1999



On Sunday the 30th of May, after the
morning mass, parishioners of the St. George
Assyrian Church of the East were invited to the
site of the planned Reception Centre/School/
Church complex. The official laying of the
foundation was conducted during a small
ceremony.

On the site of the Reception Centre/School/
Church complex a tent was erected, along with
tables and chairs, where 250 parishioners
gathered to help participate in laying the
foundation. Parishioners eagerly came forward
to have the privilege of laying the foundation
for one of the biggest projects ever conducted
by the Assyrian-Australian community.

Building of the first stage of the complex -
the construction of the Reception Centre/School

- is due to begin around July 1999. The current
church committee is due for re-election, and after
the new committee is finalised, the planning stage
of the Reception Centre/School will be
completed, and an official starting date of
construction will be given. The design for the
complex is currently being prepared by an
Assyrian architect from Sydney, and is around
80% complete.

The current fundraising stage of the project
has seen the collection of money needed to build
the complex. The cost of the five star Reception
Centre/School is itself anticipated to be around
$1,000,000 AU, most of which will be
contributed by church members.

The committee anticipates the completion of
the first stage around the end of the year 2000.

David Chibo
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Round 12 - Sunday, 27th June 1999

- Old Camberwell Grammar 1:00/3:00pm

Moomba Park Reserve, Fawkner (Mel. Ref. 8 A-12)
Round 13 - Sunday, 4th July 1999

- Beaumaris 1:00/3:00pm

Beaumaris Reserve, Beaumaris (Mel. Ref. 86 D-6)
Round 14 - Sunday, 11th July 1999

- Parkmore 1:00/3:00pm

Moomba Park Reserve, Fawkner (Mel. Ref. 8 A-12)

Round 15 - Sunday, 18th July 1999

- Ivanhoe United 1:00/3:00pm

Fairbairn Park, Ascot Vale (Mel. Ref. 28 C-8)

Round 11 - Sunday, 27th June 1999

- Kensington City 3:00pm

Hallam Reserve, Pasco Vale (Mel. Ref. 17 D-6)
Round 12 - Sunday, 4th July 1999

- Epping City 3:00pm

Duffy Reserve, Epping (Mel. Ref. 182 A-9)
Round 13 - Sunday, 11th July 1999

- South Port United 3:00pm

Hallam Reserve, Pasco Vale (Mel. Ref. 17 D-6)

Round 14 - Sunday, 18th July 1999

- Middle Park 3:00pm

Oval 16, Aughtie Drive, Albert Park. (Mel. Ref. 2K H-11)
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knowledgeable........yadooaa.......

specialty.............do-yala...........

translation......targamta.........

world................te-wel.............

responsibility..mashtalnota..

thought.............reneea..............

mature.........gmera...............

nations........aem-wata...........

redemption.....shoqana........

famous..........mshamha.............

calm...............shetqa..................

organisation......shotasa..........

beauty..........shopra............

bride...............kallo................

bridegroom.......khetna..........

kingdom......malkota......

speech..............mamlla..........

menstruation.......msayta.....

resource............maboaa.............

attention........no-waha...............

custom.............aayada..............

fit...................pshatda..............

identity..........hay-yaota.........

researcher.......bassoya..........

Starting July - August
Cost : Free (students/unemployed)

$40 for others.
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1. Introduction
to the Internet

(20 hours)
2. Maintaining

Computer Systems
(15 hours)

235 Sussex St. Nth. Coburg.

Contact Anita on: 9478 4774


